
109
Free distribution by A.P. Government

I Was Bad at Cricket

Look at the photograph and answer the following questions.

1. Can you name the cricketers in the photograph?

2. In which event did they get the cup?

Listen to your teacher and answer the following questions.

1. Guess what made the young cricketer perform well?

2. What made this experience become memorable for the first time-

cricketer?

3. How the experienced cricketer might have felt at his extraordinary

performance?

7
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I Was Bad at Cricket

Everybody at BojyanaikThanda was good at cricket, except myself. I

tried my best, but it was no good. Every time I tried to catch the ball, it

seemed to escape from my hands. It was the same if I tried to bat. My bat

seemed to miss, or the ball flew off the edge of it. Each time I missed the

ball, all the boys groaned. As far bowling, well, I was so bad that I was never

asked to bowl.

One evening, an old man who sat on the verandah of a house near the

ground watched me drop an easy catch. He shook his head slowly. ‘That boy

has got no eye for the ball,’ he said. I bit my lip to hold back my tears. I had

not always been bad. I used to be quite good. But over the past year or so, I

had just got worse and worse.

At home, Jangu, my brother began to tease me. ‘He dropped such an

easy catch today,’ he said to the father. Even our little Isru could have done

better. ‘Well, Somla has butterfingers,’ said Jangu. He’s no eye for the ball.

But father said, ‘I had a dream last night. It was about Somla playing for the

Indian side.’The next day we were playing cricket as usual. Jangu went into

A. Reading
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bat.  ‘Don’t think you’re going to catch me out man. Why don’t you go and

play with Isru? Get him to show you how to catch.’ He said to me Harsha

was the bowler. He bowled a slow delivery to Jangu. Jangu came forward

and lofted the ball. The ball went straight up in the air. I saw I was right

under the ball. I knew I must catch it. ‘Get back, butterfingers,’ yelled Vamsi.

‘Leave it’ ‘someone will catch it.’ ‘I’ll

take it.’Vasu came running there.

‘Leave it for me,’ Vasu shouted. ‘Vasu

go away’, ‘it’s mine,’ I cried. This was

my chance to show them. I cupped my

hands to catch the ball. I was right

under the ball. I shouldn’t miss.

‘Ha!’ I screamed and fell down

on the ground. Everyone ran towards

me. I held my hand to my face. Blood

ran down through my fingers. The ball

hit me in the face. People around

gathered and rushed me to hospital. The doctor observed and said to my

parents,‘Take him to the town hospital immediately. He needs a surgery.’ I

was taken to to hospital in Hyderabad. Jangu was crying, ‘Why did I say

Somla has no eye for the ball? Now it might come true!’ Mother consoled

Jangu,‘Don’t worry. Somla will be alright! He’ll play with you again.’

My father and mother looked after me carefully. After a week my

father went to BojyanaikThanda. I sent a letter to my elder brother, Jangu.
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 Glossary

    Dear Jangu,

My eye is much better now. The doctors and nurses
are very kind to me. They tested my both eyes
yesterday. Now I’m alright. Of course, before surgery,
there was something wrong with my left eye, the doctor
said. After surgery it’s alright now. Now I can bowl
and bat as you do. I’ll never drop even a single catch. I
miss you all. Hope, you are playing regularly. I’ll join
you soon. Give my love to grandma and little Isru.

                                                                    With love,
                                                                     Somla.

I was in hospital for ten days. When I returned to my village, Jangu

gave me a parcel. I was surprised. There was a beautiful ball in it.

‘A new cricket ball,’ I jumped with joy and hugged my

brother. I practised hard day and night with the bat and ball.

Now I am a member of the Indian cricket team.

   groaned (v) : made a long deep sound because of pain or

pleasure

   butter fingers (n. phr) : the hands that often drop things

   screamed (v) : gave a loud cry

   consoled (v) : gave comfort or sympathised to somebody who

is unhappy or disappointed
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 Comprehension

I. Tick  (33333) the right options to complete these sentences.

1.Somla was very bad at

a) batting. b) bowling. c) fielding. d) all these.

2.Somla bit his lip to hold back his tears because someone remarked

a) ‘Somla has butter fingers.’ b) ‘The boy has got no eye for the ball.’

c) ‘Leave it,’ someone will catch it.’   d) ‘He’ll play with you again.’

3.Everyone ran towards Somla

a) to beat him for leaving the catch. b) to tease him.

c) to see what happened to him. d) to take the ball from him.

4.Somla was surprised at the parcel because

a) he had not played with a new cricket ball. b) it was his ball.

c) he had seen the ball in the hospital. d) he plays with the

     ball regularly.

II. Fill in the blanks with the correct words.

1. BojyanaikThanda is famous for ___________.

(cricket/ hockey/ volley ball)

2. Somla was unable to play cricket because he had

a problem with his _____________. (hand/ left/

eye)

3. Somla was selected for ____________ cricket

team.

(Indian/ West Indian/ Australian)
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III. Answer the following questions.

1. ‘I tried my best, but it was no good.’ What did

the speaker try to do? What was the result?

2. In the sentence, ‘That boy has got no eye for

the ball,’ what does ‘no eye for the ball’

mean?

3. Why did Jangu give a new ball to Somla when

he returned from hospital?

I. Go through the story you have just read. List the unfamiliar words

in the first column, their meanings you guess in the second column,

and  the meaning of the word as you get from a dictionary in the

third column.

Word The meaning I guessed           The meaning I

got from the dictionary

II. The following word from the story can be used both as a noun and

as a verb.

Catch

Example: ‘I must catch it,’ Somla said.

He is ready to take the catch.

In the first sentence the word ‘catch’ is used as a verb and in the second

sentence it is used as a noun.

 Vocabulary
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Grammar

Here are a few words from the story you can use both as a noun and as a

verb.

Write sentences using the words given below as nouns and verbs.

watch (v) : __________________________________________

watch (n) : __________________________________________

bat (v) :_________________________________________

bat (n) :_________________________________________

cup (v) : _________________________________________

cup (n) : _________________________________________

face (v) : __________________________________________

face (n) : __________________________________________

bowl (v) : __________________________________________

bowl (n) : __________________________________________

I. Observe the following sentences from the story.

1. I knew I must catch it.

2. Isru could have done better.

3. I was just under the ball. I shouldn’t miss.

4. Now it might come true.

The underlined words in the above sentences express moods and mental

attitudes like expectations, possibility and necessity.

These words are called Modals or Modal verbs .

From sentence (1), it is clear that ‘must’ expresses necessity. The modal

‘must’ also expresses obligation, duty, determination,  as shown in the

following sentences.

He must tell the secret. (shows obligation)

We must look after our parents. (shows duty)
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I must complete the work today. (shows determination)

From sentence (2), it is clear that the modal ‘could’ expresses possibility.

The modal ‘could’ also be used to make a polite request:

Could you tell the way to Andhra bank?

The modal ‘could’ is used to express permission:

Could I talk to your Headmaster?

Some other modals are: can, dare, may, might, ought to, will, would,

shall and need.

Remember, every modal is followed by another verb.

Rewrite the following sentences using ‘modals’ given in brackets.

1. It is likely to rain.  (may)

2. Will you permit me to open the door?  (may)

3. The bus is going to start in a few seconds. (will)

4. Don’t touch the live wire, it may kill you. (must)

5. It is his duty to help his brother.  (ought to)

6. It is necessary for us to protect the trees. (should)

II. What does each of the following sentences mean? Tick (33333) the

correct option given in brackets.

1. Could I use your pen? (ability/ possibility/ polite request)

2. He can climb the tree. (capacity/ possibility/ request)

3. Will you have a cup of coffee? (capacity/ necessity/ request)

4. We shall visit Hyderabad next week. (ability/ permission/ futurity)

5. We must do this now. (obligation/ futurity/ request)
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In the ICC world cup final 2011, Sri Lanka batting first, scored 274 runs

losing 6 wickets in 50 overs. India chased the total losing 4 wickets in 48.2

overs. Here is the score board of Indian batting. Go through it and respond

to the questions given below.

                Runs   Balls       4s       6s

1  Sehwag lbw b Malinga 0 2 0  0

2 Sachin c Sangarakara

b Malinga 18 14 2 0

3 Gambhir b Perera 97 122 9 0

4 Kohli C & B Dilshan 35 49 4 0

5 Dhoni Not out 91 79 8 2

6 Yuvraj Singh Not out 21 24 2 0

Extras (b 1, lb 6, w 8):       15

Total (4 wickets 48.2 overs) : 277 (5.73 runs per over)

DNB: S. Raina, H. Singh, Z. Khan, M. Patel, S. Sreesanth.

Fall of wickets:

1- 0(Sehwag), 2- 31(Tendulkar), 3- 114(Kohli), 4-223(Gambhir)

Study Skills
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Writing

Bowling O M R W

Malinga 9 0 42 2

Kulasekhara 8.2 0 64 0

Perera 9 0 55 1

Randiv 9 0 43 0

Dilshan 5 0 27 1

Muralidharan 8 0 39 0

1. Who scored the highest runs?

2. Who gave more runs from the Sri Lankan bowling side?

3. How many balls were left when the Indian innings was over?

4. Who bowled the last ball of the match?

5. Based on this information,who do you think may have been declared

‘The man of the match’. Why?

I. Somla wrote a letter to his brother Jangu. Jangu wanted to reply to

the letter. See page 112 and write the letter.

________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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II. Somla was confident after surgery. He was now on his way home

with his parents. He kept thinking about cricket. Write what thoughts

may have come into his mind.

III. Write about your favourite game. You may include the following

points.

1. Name of the game.

2. Why do you like it?

3. How long have you been playing?

4. How often you play?

5. Any memorable experience you have!
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Cricket quiz

Rules

• Work in groups.

• Each group will work on these questions and one person will record

the answers.

• Teacher will provide answers.

• Each group will mark the answer sheets and consolidate the score.

1.How many days is a test match played?

2.Who made the first century in T- 20 world cup match?

3.What is the length & width of a cricket pitch?

4.What does ICC stand for?

5.Who made the first century for Indian test cricket?

6.Who scored 100 centuries in the international cricket?

7.Who hit six sixes in one over in T- 20 World Cup?

8.Who won one day World Cup 2011?

9.Who won the first T-20 World Cup?

Project Work
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Complete the following crossword using the pictures as clues.

4

86

9

1 3

5 7

2

1 2 3

54

6

7

8

9

DownAcross
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Our Legacy

We are a team,

Of courage and heart.

Every member,

Holds a critical part.

No matter what,

We shall never quit,

Tough  and determined,

With plenty of grit.

Now is the time

For us to excel.

Forget about past mistakes,

No point to dwell.

Only one thing

Should remain in our mind,

Victory!

And how we shall find.

   B. Reading

Read the following poem.
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It’s all inside of us

Obvious and clear.

There is nothing,

We should hold back or fear.

Let’s go out there,

And release our fury,

We won’t need a judge,

Or a jury.

Through our victory,

Justice shall be served,

At the end of the day,

Our legacy,

Will be forever preserved.

-Anita
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 Comprehension

   critical (adj) : important

   determine (v): decide strongly

   grit (n) :  courage

   excel (v) :  be very good at doing something

   obvious (adj):  clear

   fury (n) : extreme anger

   legacy (n) : something that we carry over from the past

  preserve (v) : keep a particular quality or feature

Answer the following questions.

1. Which line from the poem says that every member has equal

responsibility?

2. Which stanza talks about will/determination of the team?

3. Why doesn’t a team need a judge or a jury?

4. What legacy is the poet talking about?

Fun Time

Teacher told all students to write an essay on A Cricket Match.

All wrote the essay except Vasu.

He Wrote:

‘NO MATCH, DUE TO RAIN’

 Glossary
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     C. Reading

A Flying Game

Children were having Pongal holidays.

They gathered in the ground.

Some of them were flying kites.

‘Hurrah! My kite is flying high. Look at it,’ shouted Mohan.

‘See, my kite is also flying high in the same height,’ cried Anil.

Mohan tightened the string over Anil’s kite and said to Anil, ‘Now

see, how my kite will cut your kite.’Saying this Mohan pulled the string

down.

Next second, the string of Anil’s kite was cut.

‘You fool, why did you cut my kite?’saying Anil started crying.

Slowly his kite started falling on the ground.

‘Don’t cry man! It’s all part of the game.’

After some time they saw another kite soaring very high in the sky. It

looked like a bright star in the sky.

In a few seconds it was over Mohan’s kite.

Mohan turned his head and saw Raju flying that beautiful

kite.

‘Oh! Raju, is it your kite? Wow,

how beautiful it is!’ exclaimed

Anil.

‘Yes! It’s mine.’ Saying

this Raju tightened the

string and pulled it

back slightly.
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 It cut the string of Mohan’s kite. Mohan started crying.

‘Don’t cry man, it’s all part of the game,’  Anil  said mockingly.

Next, Raju cut three more kites.

All children gathered round Raju.

‘Hey, Raju, how… how could your kite cut all the

kites?’

‘Yes.., yes my kite can cut all the kites in the village.

I’m proud of it. Look kids! The manja, I applied to the

string of my kite. It made the string so sharp and

stiff.’ said Raju proudly.

‘Where did you buy the manja and the kite,’

enquired Mohan.

‘My brother has made it for me.’

‘Great! How did Shekaranna make the

manja?’ asked Anil.

‘It is made out of fine glass powder.’

‘What about this beautiful kite?’ asked Mohan.

‘Anna made it with newspaper.’

‘What, newspaper! Impossible!’

‘How can we make kites with newspapers?’ said, Ravi surprisingly.

‘Sure, why not? Anna is planning to make a huge fighter kite with the

newspaper only. We’ll fly it on Sankranti day.’

string (n) : thread

soaring (v) : going very high

slightly (adv) : little bit

 Glossary
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 Comprehension

mockingly (adj) : laughing at some one

Answer the following questions.

1. Why did Anil cry?

2. What did Anil say when Mohan

started crying? Why?

3. How would you feel if your kite is cut by another kite?

4. Do you like kite flying? How do you enjoy it?

5. Have you ever tried flying a kite? Narrate your experience.

Look at the following stages and steps of making a kite but they are

not in a order. Read and write them in a order in the given flow chart.

1. enjoy kite flying

4. adding a tail to the kite

6. folding and pasting paper to bamboo sticks

3. cutting paper and bamboo sticks

5. measuring paper and bamboo sticks

2. collecting required material

Writing
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LET’S PLAY!

Spin the Coin and win the game (Language Game)

Materials required: A coin and counters (coloured buttons or small

pebbles...)

Procedure:

1. Sit in pairs and have a counter each.

2. Take turn to spin the coin. Move your counter one or two squares

depending on which side the coin lands; head - two squares, tail – one

square. Proceed as per instructions given in.

3. Answer the question on the square or follow the instruction.

If the answer is correct, move your counter forward three squares

(But this time you stay in the square. No need to answer again.)

If you don’t know the answer for a question, stay where you are.

Refer your textbook or consult your teacher.

4. One who reaches the 25th square first, wins the game.

Fun Time
Harsha    :   Why are all those people running?

Jangu      :   They are running a race to get a cup.

Harsha    :   Who will get the cup?

Jangu       :   The person who wins.

Harsha     :   Then why are all the others running?
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13 12 11 10 9

14 23 22 21 8

15 24 25 20 7

16 17 18 19 6

1 2 3 4 5

Give any three

examples of

words having

suffix, -‘ment’

Talk about your

favourite game.

Open your

textbook and

recite a poem.

Go back three

squares.

Tell a joke in

English.

Go forward one

square.

Go back three

squares .

Talk about your

favourite

charactor from

your textbook.

Give five

examples of

indoor games

Go forward two

squares.

Frame any three

questions using,

‘when’.

Go forward one

square.
Hurrah!
I won...

Give any three

examples of

words having

suffix,   - ‘ful’

Open your

textbook and

sing a song.

Go back three

squares.

Give five

examples of junk

food.

Frame any three

questions using,

‘where’.

Tell a joke in

English.

What are

adverbs? Give

any five examples

of adverbs.

Use the articles in

your own

sentences.

Go forward one

square.

Give three

examples of

prepositions and

use them in your

own sentesnces

Go back two

squares.
What are

adjectives? Give

any five examples

of adjectives.

Put your counters

here.

Begin here

Group work: Change instructions and make a language game on your

own and play it.
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Fun Time

Somla knocked on the door of his friend, Harsha’s house. When his

friend’s mother answered, he asked,

‘Can Harsha come out to play?’

‘No,’ said the mother. ‘It’s too cold.’

‘Well, then,’ said Somla, ‘can his cricket ball come to play?’

Take turn and tell jokes to the whole class.

Q                          Indicators Yes Somewhat No

1. I listened to and understood the listening

text.

2. I read and understood the texts;

a) I Was Bad at Cricket

b) A Flying Game

3. I talked about the Cricket.

4. I completed a cross word puzzle.

5. I understood and did the exercises in the

modal auxillaries.

6. I understood and recited the poem, ‘Our

Legacy’ .

7. I was able to write;

a) a reply letter

b) thoughts of Somla

c) a description

How well did I understand this unit?

Read and tick (33333) in the appropriate box.


